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The Attorney General: Is a dipso-
maniac almost.

Mr. ROBINSON: Yes, and requires
special treatment for the disease.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: I can-
not accept the proposed nlew clause. The
measure will take us a long way in the
right direction, and on the principle of
local option I should have to object un-
less wve could insert all the hours for
opening. If we fix an hour for opening
in the morning, it might be argued that
we could just as well fix the hour for
closing at night.

Hon. J. D, Connolly: So you should.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: This
is an appeal to the people. We should
either take the whole responsibility or
submit the whole of the qurestion to the
poll.

Ikr. Thomas: The publicans would be
very pleased if youi could make the open-
ing hour 8 am.

31r. Robinson: I believe they would.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: We
cannot assume that. It would cease to
be a local option vote if we fixed the
opening hour. People would rightly say
that if we fixed one hour we could fix the
other.

Hon. .J. Mitchell: The opening hour is
fixed now.

The ATTORNEY7 GENERAL. Then
to take the poll properly the whole of the
24 hours should be submitted to the elec-
tors.

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY: We ought
not to agree to the proposal on prin-
ciple if we intend to make the poll a
local option poll. I still think it would
have been better if Parliament had fixed
the closing hour, and saved the country
the expense of taking the poll. An
anomaly will exist if 6 o'clock is decided
upon as the closing hour, because, while
the trading hours will be so greatly re-
duced, it will be absurd to have ]icensed
houses open from 6 a.mn. to 6 p.m. The
fixing of the m6rnling hour for opening
should be done by another ballot paper.

New clause put and a division taken
with thie following result:-

Ayes . . .. 9
Noes .. . .16

Majority against

Mr.
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Mr,
Mr.
Mr.

Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
M r.
Mr.
M r.
Mr.

Allen
George
Gi lchrist
Hardwickc
Let roy

Angwl n
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Cheason
Collier
Green
.Bel tran n
I-iIckrnoct
Meflowall
Mu lany

AvcsR.
Mr. Mitchell
M1r. Piesse
Mr. Thomson

Mr. Robinson

Mir.
M r.
Mr.
Mr.

Mr.
Mr.

Munsle
Scaddan
B. J, Stubbs
Taylor
Thomas
walIker
Bolton

Illery.

New clause thus negatived.
Title-agreed to.
Bill reported with amendments.

House adjourned at 10.-I5 pm.

1coislative Council.
TWednesday, Sth September, 1915.
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of the Court of Arbitration between
Coastal Brickyards and Pottery Works
Employees' Union of Workers, appli-
cant, and R. 0. Law and others, res-
pondents. 2, Roads Act, 1911.-Dowe ri
Road Board-By-Iaws Nos. 52, 53, and
54. 3, Statement of Expenditure under
the Mining Development Vote for year
ending 30th June, 1915.

SELECT CO1%UITTEE, RETIRE-
MIENT OF C. F. GALE.

Extension of Time.
On motion byv Hon. J. J. HOLMES

the time for bringing uip the report of
this committee was extended for a fort-
nighlt.

BILL - GOVERNMENT ELECTRIC
WORKS ACT AMENDMNENT.

Second Reading.

-Debate resumed from the previous day.
Hon. H. P. COLEBATCH (East)

[5.35]: 1 am inclined to agree with Mr.
Allen that this Bill furnishes an illus-
tration of the old saying that one thing
leads to another. It was Rudyard Kip-
ling, I think, who referred to the con-
(leiled murderer who could find no other
explanation of his unfortunate predica-
ment than that one thing led to another.
He saidl, "Onice a man starts on a crooked
course one thing leads on to another until
finally lie has to put someone out of the
way to put himself straight again." It
seems to me that die Government
entered on a wrong course when they pur-
chased the Perth tramways for more than
double their value, and one thing has led
onl to another until, through the erection
of the power house, which, with whatever
inerils or faults it may possess, seems to
have a capacity far in excess of its pre-
sent requirements, the Government have
found themselves in the position that they
have to put Fremantle and other muni-
cipal undertakings out of the way in
order to place themselves straight again.
I do not knowv how other members regard
the matter, but I confess that I do not
know nearly as much about it as

I ought to do. I do not think
the Colonial Secretary in moving
the second reading gave the inform-
ation which he should have given to
the House. I think the Government are
to blame for their lack of candour in re-
gard to big enterprises of this sort. The
wvhole details of this contract in connec-
tion with the erection of the power house
should have been submitted to Parlia-
mient so that members could give an in-
telligent vote on the principles of this
Bill. About a fortnight ago 'Mr. Lynn
submitted certain questions to the House
ini the hope of getting some information
that we at least are entitled to. But
yesterday we find that hon. gentleman
eomplnining that the answers given to
his questions were, apparently, judging
by the information he has received from
other sources, incorrect. I, for one, and
1 think members will take the same view,
do not blame the leader of the Housa,
iut in several instances we have had
great reason to complain of the cavalier
manner in which the Government appear
to take the questions submitted by this
11ouse. The Colonial Secretary I know
has to give the answers or statements fur-
nished by the 3%linister in whose depart-
ment the matter arises. Only a week or
so ago the Colonial Secretary made a
statement, no doubt it was supplied to
him, in regard to a similar contract to
this, the Nevanas contract, and the state-
mient was absolutely and entirely mislead-
ing, inasmuch as it misrepresented the
nature of the Agent General's recom1-
mendations, and that it concealed from
members of the House more than one-half
of the payments the Government had to
make to Nevanas for the cancellation of
the contract. I do not blame the Colo-
nial Seeretary, but I think the Govern-
inent, by not answering the questions
ful~ly and freely, and giving the House
information which we are entitled to,
excite suspicion and opposition to mea-
sures of this kind, which, possibly, are
qunite innocent if wve thoroughly un-
derstood them. Most members must have
been interested in the disclosures made
by -Mr. fluffell, and 'Mr. Duffell spoke as
one having authority. I do not know if

647



648 [COUNCIL.]

he is in the confidence of the Government
or not On this matter, hut he said many
things that I did not know, and perhaps
he refrained from telling the House many
things which he knew. So far as I un-
derstand the ease, it seems that without
calling for public tenders, the Premier,
or the Government, let a contract for a
SUM which may he £200,000 or
£f300,000, I do not know the figures, but
). understand that it is something between
E200,000 and £300,000.

Hon. J. DuffelI: It is the Commis-
sioner of Railways who made the con-
tract.

Hona. H. P. COLEBATCH: I do not
suppose the Commissioner made it off
his own hat. I understood from what the
Premier said in another place that he had
let the contract in London, but Mr. Duf-
fell seems to have more information than)
lie has made use of.

Hlon. W. Kingsmill: Give him notice
of questions.

Hon. H. P. COLEBATCH: I do not
know that I should be in order in asking
questions from the hon. 11r. Duffell. I
do noi understand the whole position. I
want to get information so that I can
give an intelligent vote on the principles
submitted in this Bill. As I understand
it, without calling for tenders, the Gov-
ernmnent let a contract for anything be-
tween £200,000 and £300,000, and that
the mnaterial1 contracted to he supplied
Was Of German manufacture. Conse-
quent on that and the outbreak of the
war an increased cost has arisen, I think
£80,000 the hon. member said.

Hon. J. Duffel]: I did not say £80,000.

H-on. H. P. COLEBATCH: Well, I do
not know the amount, but a very large
increased cost has arisen and that has
fallen, not on the contractor, hut on the
Stale. These are three points on which
I should like to have some information.
I canl not add anything to what I have
said previously as to letting contracts
without competition. All these contracts
from the jiowellising contract down to the
p~resent, lel. by the Government without
open tenderinir, have proved disastrous
to this State. and s" long ais the

GIover~lnent Continue in what ap-
pears to be a favourite pastime. with
them, that of letting contracts without
submitting the work to public competi-
tion, they will not escape calumny. The
whole principle is recognised as wrong.
So far as material being of German
manufacture is concerned, I do not want
to say anything miore than should
he said. I do not want to sug--
ges ,t that the Governmecut are to
blame for not anticipating the war. I
sal' that before the war broke out no
Australiani Government was entitled to
let a contract involving the purchase of
a large quantity of German goods with-
out giving thle British manufacturers an
opportunity of competing. For a long
tinie past it has been recognised by every
statesman in the Empire that preference
shouild he given to goods of British manu-
facture. British manufacture first, and
.second, goods manufactured by English
speaking people. If it is a fact, as Mr.
DuIfell has stated, that this contract was
let, and that it involved the supply of a
large quantity of German goods, it was
most Unbusinesslike and uinpatriotic-
even if there had been no talk of war, to
let such a contract without giving the
British and American manufacturers a
chance of competing. I do not believe
that German manfacturers stood alone
in this particular class of goods, as ',%r.
Duffell says, T believe that the British
and American ,nanufacturera turn out
as g ood an article as the German.

lion. 3. Duffell: They are made by a,
British firmn.

lion. H. P. COLEBATCH: These to
be sulpplied were German; that was in
my hion. fren' statement. The contract
should have stipulated that they should
have been British. As far as the que;:-
tion of price is concerned, again, I say
that British manufacturers should have
had an opportunity of competing. As
far as the extra cast falling on the State,
instead of onl the contractor, is concerned,
most- of us would like to have a look at
the contract and see how it actually hiap-
penied that this cost does fall on the State.
There seems to be a good deal of resem-
blance hetween the Wyndham contract
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and this particular contract. In each
case an expert w'as called in to advise.
Mr. Nevanas was called in to advise in
regard to the Wyndham freezing -works
andl his advice seems to have amounted
lo this, "T am just the man you are
looking for; I am the man to do the
job." In the ease of the electric power
house another firm, 'Merz & McLellan,
were called in to advise, and they were
just the people to do the job. To use a
colloquialism, it looks as if these people
have sold the Government a pup, and to
my mind, the mere fact of a mall called
in to advise the Government in regard
to a matter saying "Let me do the work"
should excite suspicion at once. If an
bon. member wvanted to invest in a farm
and lie approached an agricultural mem-
ber, whom he knew to lie an expert, to be
put on to a good farm, and that member
said "Yes, I can do it, I have one of my
owvn to sell," would not the prospective
purchaser make some independent in-
quiry flrsi?

Hon. W. Kingsmill: And to pay for
the advice, too!

Hon. H. P. COLEHATCH: Yes, it
was a case of "Pay me for advising and
I will do the work for you." The mere
fact of these people giving the advice
should have suggested to the Government
the wisdom of seeking some corrobora-
tion of the advice they gave. I am
not in a position to express a definite
opinion on the matter, but I have been
told that this plant is so big ad the cost
so great, that the Government cannot
make it pay unless they can get practic-
ally a monopoly of the supply of electric
light and power from Fremiantle to Mid-
land Junction. That is the information
that has been brought to me and I want
to know whether it is right. I am told
that this Hill is simply a first step in that
direetion. I do not intend to go into the
aspect of the ease as it affects Fremantle
because that was ably presented to us
yesterday. It was a surprise to me that
the hon. Mr. Lynn should have rebuked
me at this stage for may opposition to
the purchase of the Perth tramways. My
only regret is that my opposition was

unsuccessful. I was astonished at the
support given to the project by the hon.
member.

Hon. W. Patrick: They all regret it
now.

Hon. H. P. COLEHATCH: I told the
hon. member then that if he assisted the
Government to rob the ratepayers of
Perth, the timie would not be far distant
before the ratepayers of Fremantle
would be attacked, but I little thought
that the implement he then helped to
forge would he used against the under-
taking in which he has manifested such
an interest. It was surprising, knowing
his knowledge and experience of tram-
wev'ys in such an enterprise as that at
Fremantle, that hie should have allowed
the citizens of this State to have a worn
out contraption forced upon them carry-
ing watered stock of at least a quarter
of a million, and it was equally surpris-
ing to me that, after having played so
prominent a part in bringing the FWre-
mantle enterprise to a successful issue,
he should have been willing to see the
ratepayers of Perth prejudiced in the
interests of the Government's craze for
nationalisitng everything. In regard to
the purchase of the Perth tramaways, the
members of the 'Netropolitan-Suburbani
province supp)orted the Government.
They did not mind the Perth ratepayers
being sold because'a sort of a promise
had been given that the ratepayers of
the municipalities about Perth were to
reap certain advantages. Whether the
advantages have materiallised or not,
those hon. members probably know. Now
we find members representing the same
province supporting the Government on
this issue. The ratepayers of Fremantle
are being attacked, and I believe there is
some suggestion that the ratepayers of
the municipalities around Perth and
Fremantle a going to benefit by the
condition of affairs the Government are
seeking to set uip. I do not hesitate to
express my opinion that I regard the
present Government and the party be-
hind them as hostile to the ratepayer,
whether municipal or roads board. The
idea of the Government is that every
issue should be decided merely by a
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counting of noses, and their pet aver-
sion is to that principle which has its
practical application in this Chamber
and in the municipalities and roads
boards throughout this State, the prin-
ciple that those who pay the piper should
call the tune, the prilneiple that political
power shall not be entirely divorced from
responsibility. I have no hesitation in
warning ratepayers generally that unless
they come to the assistance of other rate-
payers whose interests are being attacked
by (lie Government, no matter whether
thiie y themselves -are immediately inter-
ested or not, it will he bad for
them. Unless they hang together, it
is a sure thing that tie Govern-
nient will hang them one by one.
.1 do not intend to express my opinlion
as to how I propose to vote on the issues
raised by the hon. Mr. Allen. I think he
placed before thle House a very lucid and
convincing statement, one of the clearest T
have ever listened to, and it certainly ini-
pressed me very much. I have tabled a
motion for to-morrow that all the p~apers
relating to this matter be laid upon the
Table of thie House. If the Colonial See-
tory agrees to the motion, it may be pos-
sible for us to find out the information
we want, but [1 do not think that will be
the easiest or the quickest way of getting
it, and I suggest to Mr. Allen that, when
the second reading of the Bill has been
passed , he move that the Bill be referred
to a select committee of say three mein-
hers, who, without anly ujndue delay,
could pla0ce us in possession of all thie
information that I think the Colonial
Secretary should have furnished us when
hie moved the second reading of the Bill.

Hon. W. KINOSIMIL (Mletropoli-
tan) (4.51]: The hon. member who has
.just sat down has referred to that old
saying,) one thing leads to another. He
is quite right. It is also an old saying
that chickens, come hiome to roost. I
believe, if the Government thought when
they were fondlingm the secret contract
egg which has developed into such a
chicken, not. an ordinary farmyard
chicken but a vulture suchi as it ap~pears
has come to light, they, would have had
nothing to do with it. T will oppose the

second reading of the Bill for various
reasons. 1 y first reason is because the
Bill is the latest embodimient of a prin-
ciple which the present Government have
followed ever since they have had an op-
portunity to follow anything, that is the
lprinciple of the destruction of local gov-
ernmnent; I shall oppose the Bill secondly
because the leader of thle House has in-
ferred that lie values only one part of
the Bill, and that is the part which strikes
at local government; and, furthermore, I
am going to oppose the Bill because I
shall not have a chance, iii Committee, of
initiating any amendment. T(his secret
contract has turned out as I have no
doubt others will turn out in future. In
my opinion, secret contracts, as entered
into b iy thle Government or members of
the Government, must he either foolish
or wrong, not to put it in any ;)lainer
language. The Alinisters, or the Govern-
mnent, wxho miake themselves parties to a
secret contract are acting either foolisly
or wrongly and we have the alternative
of knowingl that we arc being governed
either by foolish persons or by wrong-
doers. It is not a pleasant alternative for
any country to have. Surely the experi-
ecre that the Government have had with
regard to secret contracts should have
been sufficient:, yet only yesterday thle
existence of another secret contract was
disclosed, a secret contract which might
have remained secret i udeflnil ely, per-
haps until the puirchased steamer arrived
her-e. had not it been for the fact that I
drew a bow at a venture, so to speak, and
happened to hit the mark. I have alluded
to thle policy of the destruction of local
self- ' overnment. That is abundantly
evident in this Bill; it was evident in the
clauses of the Bill which lpreceded this
measure, and most of all in the Traffic
Bill, and it is a most peculiar tihing,
that the apostle of secret contracts,
thle present Minister for Lands, is also
the p~rincipal opponent of local self-
government, This is a, fact exceedingly
to hie rerrnetted, and T will not be a party
to any' thing which will take away from
thle local authorities those lpowers which
they l)osSPSS to-day. It would he very
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foolish for tiem to delegate those powers
to any other body. Allusion has been
made to a subject which I may confess
I can scarcely bear to bear mentioned:
and that is the purchase of the Perth
tramway system. It is a good thing for
a man to make a finish of a state of mind
inconvenient to him, and I want to take
this public opportunity, as this subject is
intimately connected with this Bill and
tile issue involved, to say that there has
been no political action in my somewhat
long political experience which I regret
as 1 (10 my Sup1 port of the purchase of
the Perth t ramways. When I re-
member the specious promise., held out
as to how the tramways woutldl be run
andt what imiprovements would be made
and how the ratepavers; of Perth would'
he benefited, I am) indiglnant, not only at
the Government hut more at myself, for
having been so misled by those speciouls
promises. Supposing we pass the Bill
FLoV before us. and accept the ectiiEmlf of
.85d. per unit given for the production
of current, how can we. ink view of past
events and the wrongniess of estimates
then given to uts, believe that the-present
estimate will prove anything like correct.
I can place no trust in what has been
said. Aly attitude towards the Perth
tramways purchase amnounted to this, that
it was a choice between municipal and
State trainis. I did not think the muni-
eipality of Perth, not in conjunction
with so much as in opposition to the
various other mnicipalities by which it
was surrounded, could possibly have rm
the tramways to advantage, bnt I do not
think that, in conjunction wvith the muni-
cipalities, it could ever have run them
half so badly as the Govern ment- have
run them since taking them over. T am
speaking now after a trip around Aus-
tralia. and I say ours is absolutely the
worst service in Australia. If any mem-
ber has been around the world, 1 am
quite prepared to hear him say that ours
is the worst system in the world. Instead
of getting, better, it seems to he getting
steadily worse. T do not know that I need
say anything more with regard to this
Bill. The pup sold to the Government.
judging by its size, appears to be a fairly

f24]

healthy St. Bernard, with a very evil
tendency and if it is e~xeouraged in this
way, it will not be long before the Fre-.
mantle p~eo ple will be severely bitten by
it. I propose to get rid of the animal
as quickly as possible and for that
reason, and because I am not in
a position to table any amnendment in
C'omiitee, shall vote against the second
reading and with the hon. Mr. Lynn.

Hon. J. F,. CULLEN (South-East)
[4.67]: 1 admit it is a nlice point as to
how far members oug~ht to go back uplonL
the history of this matter when
dealing with the specific objects of this
Bill, and yet* J. can quite understand the
attitude of the lbon. Mr. Allen as aL guar-
din of the interests of Fremantle. From
his paint of view I think there would be
justifleation for following- the advice
g iven by the hon. Mr. Colehatch to have
this Bill referred to a select committee,
but the actu1al burden of the Bill itself
is one on which members must make up
their minds, and, whlatever one'si sympa-
thies wvith IFremantlc ig -ht he, f do not
see how the main object of the Bill can
he refused. 13v the consent of this3
House the Government have taken over
the running of the Perth trains. I voted
for that. I say this only because several
members have been denioncing that ac-
tion of the Government. I voted for the
taking over of the Perth trains by
the Government, and I wouild do
so again, on (lhe broad principle that the
controller of the City and suburban
railways should control the traiway' s as
well. Havingz taken over the Perth tramn-
ways, the Government have also taken
over the electric lighting and] power from
the City. 'T think, necessarily so. Ac-
cording to IMr. Allen, the Government
have made a sad bungle of the electric
power works, and that certainly is a mat-
ter for investigation. But the point of
the BRill is this. The Government, having
established their own electric lighting and
power works. want to serve Government
purposes in and around the City. They
also wish to serve the Naval Base which, a] -
though it represents a Commonwealth un-
dertakingL, is a natural outlet for the
State Government's electrical enterprise.
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I do not see bow Parliament can refuse
to allow the State Government to supply
the CommonwealIth Government with
electricity. I do not see how Par-
liamuent can stand in the way of Govern-
nielit's supplying electricity to all its own
institutions and works, and also to Comn-
mionwesitli institutions and works. There-
fore I consider that the main oh-
jeat of this Bill must. be conceded.
E do not see how Parliament can refuse
it. I do not think the Colonial Secretary
will have any desire to rush such a -Bill
as this through. It is too serious. If a
select conmmittee got to work in earnest
and pushed forward inquiry, I think it
would do a world off good; 'and if a pro-
posal to that effect is made I shell feel
houind to .support it. The real object of thle
Bill, howeverParlin ient is, in my opinion
hound to grant. I wish to make one sug-
gestion to the Colonial Secretary. Clause
4 of the Bill m-akes provision for an ap-
peal in the case of any difference between
the Government and the local authorities.
That appeal is from the Commissioner of
Railways to the Minister for Railways.
Under earlier Administrat ions there was
a distinction between the Commissioner
of Rilways and the Minister for Rail-
ways, but under the present regime there
is none. The present Minister claims to
be Commissioner, as well as Minister.
Under the present Administration the
Commissioner of Railways has, unfor-
tunatelly, been ousted from his office. He
is in the utterly false position of being
responsible for the railways and yet en-
tirely under the control of the Minister.

Ron. C. F. Baxter: He has been in
that position for years.

Hon. J. F. CULLEN: Yes, since the
present Ministry took office. The Mlin-
ister has in effect said to the whole of
the railway service, "Look to me. The
Commissioner is all right, and may have
his uses, but you look to me." He has
taken that attitude, and I want the Col-
onial Secretary to understand that no
rational member of Parliament could
think of an appeal from the Commis-
sioner to the Minister tinder the present
regime as being anything else than, T will
not say bluff, but I will say an uinmean-

ing thing. It would he of no use what-
ever. And there ought to be an appeal.
The appeal will have to be to some an-
tliority uinder the public works arhitra-
tion legishIgtion. WhTlether to a resident
niagistrate or to a judge, it will have to
be an appeal to an independent party;
not an appeal from Phillip to Phillip,
from the Commissioner to the Minister.
I do Mot see how the House can refuse
the real object of this Bill, but I do
think, in' the light of all that has been
said by Mlr. Allen, that it is a good sug-
gest ion to refer the measure to a short,
sharp, and quick inquirY by a select com-
mittee.

Hon. Sir E. H. WITTENOOM
(North) [5.61 : Like Mr. Kingsniill, I
intend to oppose the second reading of
this Bill. Mly reason for doing so is that
the measure appears to represent an ex-
tension of a State industrial enterprise.'
or as it may be termed, a State commer-
cial concern. Personally, I san opposed
to even the slightest extension of any of
the Government industrial enterprises,
for the reason that the results we have
had before us in recent times have been
so deplorable that T consider weouh
not to give the slightest encouragement
to the establishment of any more of these
enterprises. The proposal under this Bill
is to extend the Government electric en-
terprise to Fremantle and to the N\aval
Base. That means extension of this par-
ticular State enterprise. When -we look
round on the various undertakings al-
ready being conduicted by the Govern-
ment and -see what I may call the exten-
sive failure involved in all of them,
surely it must he recognised that it is not
our duty? as representatives of the people,
to afford opportunity for the extension
of these failures still further, It may be
argued. and I suppose in some places it
is argued, that some of the State enter-
prises have possibly redulced the cost of
meat or the cost of fish, or something of
that kind. If State enterprise has done
those things, it has done them for the
benefit of a few people, a small part of
the community, at the cost of the whole
of the community.. I do not think any
of these State enterprises have shown the
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slighitest profit-real profit, at all events.
Another reason why 1 oppose the Bill is
thai I do not believ-e in any Government,
whether Liberal or Labour or any other
kind, running industrial enterprises, for
the simple reason that it is impossible for
Governments to control such enterprises
properly. All Governments are more or
less subject to the votes of the people,
and tbis applies more particularly to La-
bour Gov-erniuents. Therefore , as a rule,
these State enterprises are to a very large
extent in the hands of the employees, and
political pressure and patronage and the
powxer of the unions are exercised in themo
to such a degree that it is impossible for
Governments, and especially at Govern-
muent dependent on the favouir of the
popular vote,' to carrY them on success-
fully. Apparently' we hav e an instance
of this in the State Implement 'Works.
It is contended that there things are all
at sixes and sevens. I know nothing- of
the matter myself, but I have heard that
in the State Steamship Service the dis-
cipline is of the most ordinary nature.

Hon. W. Kingsnill: Of the most extra-
ordinary nature, is it not?

Hon. Sir E. H. WITTENOOM1: Per-
haps "extraordinar" would he a better
word. At all events, in circumstances
where discipline is of the hig-hest import-
aice for the safety of life, it is extremenl~y
lax. Without blamning any individual
Government, I say that it is impossible for
Governments to carry on trading concerns
satisfactorily. To recognise this we need
uni ,v glance at the agreements which have
been referred to this afternoon. There
is the Nevanas agreement relative to the
Wyndham freezing works. I do not sup-
pose there ever was before presented to
Parliament such a case of careless business
methods,. if all that we have seen in the
newspapers is true. Any Government or
any Minister allowing a file to be con-
ducted in the way which has been des-
cribed in the Press, with dates and papers
missing here and there. by that very fact
shows how impossible it is for the State
to run large enterprises satisfactorily. I
am one of those who are absolutely op-
posed to any Government carrying on
trading enterprises, and more especially

to this being done by a Labour Govern-
ment, dependent so largely for its exist-
ence onl those who are employees of these
State concerns, In the circumstances, I
intend to oppose the second reading, It
is not as though the defeat of the Bill
would create any hardship, because I un-
derstand the municipality of Fremantle
are quite capable of supplying all the
electricity that is required, and at a
reasonable cost. The municipality have
gone to considerable expense and trouble
in erecting works. of their own, and there
are the works at the Government's comn-
mand. I do not intend to refer to the
terms or anything of that nature, because
it is beside the question at present; but
I do think that if this Bill were carried
the result would he to extend State in-
dustrial enterprises. Therefore I intend
to vote against the second reading.

Ron. F. CONNOR (North) [5.12]: 1
rise to speak in the interests of fair play.
I hold that if this Bill becomes law it
would work an injustice to one of the
principal cities of this State which, when
I arrived here 23 or 24 years ago. was the
principal city. Perth was not much of a
place at that time. Fremantle was then
the centre of all the commerce of. the
State. One reason why Fremantle was at
that time so successfuil lay in the fact that
the rail way workshops were situated there.
Being an irishman, I am sorry that I
have not a grievance on that score against
the present Government. Those work-
shops., were not removed by the present
Government, but they were removed; and
consequently Fremantle suffered. Fre-
mantle deserved to suiffer even after that
misfortune, because of the fact that the
city refused a very good offer made by
a powerful London syndicate to construct
tramways in Fremantle. It is within my
personal knowledge that the agents of the
syndicate went to Fremantle and esti-
mated the traffic, with the result; that
they were quite satisfied to build tram-
ways. Fremantle, however, refused. The
Fremnantle people at that time were more
or less socialistic in their ideas. They
are suffering for that now. They said.
"We will not allow it; we will not have
ny private enterprise." In the meantime
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thie Perth tramways were built by lprivate
enterprise, with tile result that the people
who resided in Fremantle left that city
and came to Perth to reside, and that
the commerce of Fremnantle left Fremiantic
to come to Perth, where it remains to-day.
That was the result of Fremantle's re-
fusal to have anything to do with private
enterprise. That is history. In the Par-
liment of this State I1 fought for the
rights of (lhe city of Fremantle. when the
great question of the workshops came up.
That was one of the most burning ques-
tions of that time, as some of the older
members of this House, for instance, Sir
Winthrop Hackett, will remember. Fre-
mantle was defeated on that question.
Fremnan tie missed the bus because of the
refusal to accept what was offered,
namely, locomotion suitable for the times;
and locomotion at a cheaper rate and on
better terms than Freniantle has to-day,
although the Fremantle tramway enter-
prise is successfufl. That is all leading up
to the question of this Bill. I shiall try to
prove what A have said. It would be a
pleasure to me to pass this Bill if the
result would lie what T hope) it will be.
Fremantle after having refused a.s I just
11ow pointed out to allow private enter-
prise to develop hier works then took tip
the matter andl built the tramway;s power
station and light station uinder m unicipal
conitrol. One would think that after hav-
ing driven out private enterprise Era-
mnantle would be quite safe with
muu1ieipal control. But what do we
find ? The powers that he not only
seek to knock out private enterprise
but also all local governing rights.
That is what this ines us. The figures
quoted by Air. 'Mebaren are convincing.
lie told us that the current uinder the new
scheme, which is to he supplied to Parth
at .S5d. would cost over 2d. when the
installation of the new plant and mach-
inery necessary was completed and paid
for, and that they would have to sell 'it
at 1/ 2 d. Is this State to he driven into
the position that there is to be no such
thing as local -government, and also no
s-uch thing as private enterprise allowed
in this State? It looks so to me. I feel
strongly on the question of the Wyad-

hami freezing works, referred to just now
by another lion. miember. I could tell
members more titan they know perhaps
on that subject. I can tell them this, that
so long ago as the Ist March this year
I was told by the proprietor of the prin-
cipal pastoral business in Australasia that
a contract had been secured by Mr. Ne-
vanas. I. pooh-poohed the idea. I will
say further, that there are other things at
the back of that contract which have not
been brought out; but, I am not going
to say very much on that subject just
now. I desire to lpoint out what the effect
of this Bill will be on the interests of
Fremantle. If the Bill be carried the
Government w'ill be permitted to supply
all the Government departments in Fre-
mantle, which means the scrapping of the
Fremntle plant.

Hon. A. G. Jenkins: They will still
have to supply the trains.

Hon. F. CONNQR: I want hon. mem-
bers to understand what is going to be
taken away from Fremantle under this
Bill, bunsiness fur -whichl they have al-
ready provided the necessary plant-
and I have not yet heard it said that
they have overcharged-the Fremanfle
hospital, Fremantle Gaol, Sewerage De-
partment, Customs Department Harbour
and Light Department, police quarters,
schools. police barracks, police dwellings.
mnilitary barracks, the drill hall, military
dwellinigs, gaol warders' dwellings, medi-
cal1 officers' quarters, Commonwealth and
State offices and the North Fremantle
workshops. A-nd that is only portion.
There is the lighting of the whole of the
railways, which I presume is at present
supplied by the local authorit 'y. Then
there is the electricity used in the har-
bour. Those are alt the best customers;
and it has to be remembered that the
other consumters in Frewnantle have to
pay rates whereas the Government pays
no rates at all. 'The price charged is I
think suitahie. Yet the Government, in
furtherance of its new style of nation-
alising everything-I call it pure social-
ism-sks this House to agree to a mea-
sure which will inflict an injustice on
those people. The people of Fremantle
4eserve better from us than that -we, as
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Ihe representatives of Fremantle should
agree. 1 all] not a representative of Fre-
mantle but I was once called the fifth
member for Fremantle; and 1 think that
as such I carriedouit my duties well. I hold
that this Bill is not in the interests of
Fremnantle. I cannot argue against the
proposition that the bigger the concern
the cheaper one can produce; I believe
that to be correct. But at the same. time
the Fremantle plant was established and
built up under Government conditions
and it shouldl not be choked off at this
stage. I hope that the Bill will not be
passed; it will be an injustice to Fre-
mantle, and will not be in the best in-
terests of the State as a whole. I think
the people of Fremantle should be al-
lowed to carry on as they are. I go far-
ther and say they have a right to any
value that may accrue by the establish-
ment of the Naval Base. I think that
almost belongs to them as a vested in-
terest.

Hfon. A. G. Jenkins: But the Naval
Base was not anticipated when they
started their works.

Hon. F. CONNOR: I agree it arrived
too late. If? the people of Framantle had
taken the course they should have done
and permitted the establishment of up-
to-date means of locomotion by private
enterprise, Freniantle would to-day he
the city of Western Australia, instead
of Perth. I say this after 23 years ex-
perience, therefore I should know. I
intend to rote against the second reading
of this Bill not in any spirit of antago-
nism to the Government but purely on
thme ground that I do not consider it in
the interests of the people.

Hon. V. SG1IVIARS ('Metropolitan)
[5.231'I: I also intend to oppose this Bill.
I think the local governing bodies should
be encouraged to supply ratepayers with
all facilities such as light and tramways.
If the Government be allowed to supply
its own departments the enterprise which
has beet' established at Fremantle must
be a failure. I agree with 1%-r. Connor
that the result will be that their best
cuqtomcrs would be taken away from
them. I am opposed also to any exten-
sion oif the Government enterprises. I

havec yet to learn that there is ainy class
of enterprise which cannot be more suc-
cessfully conducted privately thani by the
Governmnent. It is claimed that the Gov-
ernment should step in in the case of
monopolies. T will quote an experience
of a monopoly' , the Perth-South Perth
ferries. In time old days the company
running this service made a profit stated
at E2.000 per annum. The Government,
very unfairly I think, forced the com-
pany to sell ait the Government's price
and the people were told that they wvouild
be better catered for tinder the Govern-
mient than previously. Wihat do we find?
Theyv built a new boat which has been
laid up and is not likely' to he running
again for seine time.

Member: Is that so?

Hon. C. SOWLUERS: Yes, the last
time I went to South Perth I was told
that the new boat was not running. I
travelled by one of the old boats, for-
merly called "old tubs," which has been
used vu the ferry service for y-cars. The
boat was worth nothing according to the
company; but it seems that the old tubs
are the only reliable boats the Govern-
ment have got now, That was a mono-
poly, The old company was making a
handsome profit, yet now with a worse
service and the same old boats there is
no profit. Seeing that the municipal con-
cern at Fremantle is giving satisfaction
it is not a fair thing that the Govern-
ment should be allowed to interfere at
this stage in the way proposed in this
Bill. The Government have already a
monopoly in this connection as I under-
stand it is proposed to supply the whole
of the railways between Northam and
Fremantle. As I stated I ain opposed
to any further extension of Government
enterprises of this nature.

Hon. A. 0. JENKINS (Metropolitan)
[5.29] : The objection to this Bill, as I
understand it, is that the Fremantle
municipality have erected a plant and
machinery and bare acquired land. But
why they should on this account be for
ever granted a monopoly for all time to
supply the whole of the power required
at Fremantle I cannot see.
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Hon. R. J. Lynn: We have always bad
that permission under an Act of Parlia-
ment.

Hlon. A. G. JENKINS: Can the lion.
member show me an instance where under
any Act a monopoly is granted for all
time. I cannot see whyv the Government
should not be permitted to Supply them-
selves after having incurred a heavy ex-
penditure. Why should the Government
he debarred from supplying their own
institutions with their own electric light?
We have heard a very able speech fromt
Mr. Allen. No one could have put the
case more clearly to the House. That
lion. member said they were running the
best tramway service in Australia, and
that the Fremantle trains were supplying
electric light at a price with which thle
Governmentt practically could not com-
pete, or only on equal termis. That hion.
member surely must allow for the fact
that Fremianile is certain to-'grow, that
there will hie more private consumers for
the power locally supplied, Why, there-
fore, should he object to the Govern-
ment coaming in and seeking to supply
State instituitions in Fremantle, and
State institutions only? Surely if the
Government have an electric lighting
p lant, in respect to %vhich the supply is
u renter than the demand, it wouild be the
supreniest folly to say "Oht no, you can
let that current go to waste." although
tile Government institutions in Fremantle
would be applicants for that power and
would he only too willing to pay for it,
and notwithstanding also that it would
help to keep the scheme going. Fremantle
bas for many years been spoon-fed by
the Government. Tn proportion to their
population they have had more money
spent on public works than has any other
part of the State. They have had bar-
houir works and all those immense institu-
tions referred to by ' Mr. Connor.

Hon. R, J. Lynn! They are for the
State, not for Fremantle.

Hon. A. G. JENKINS: But the money
bas been spent in Fr-emantle. Does, the
lion. member say that because those in-
stitutions have been put there, the muni-
cipality is to have control over them

for all time in respect to thle supply of
electric light7 Surely if the Government
have this immense machinery here they
shonild be allowed to supply their own
institutions with electric light. Some
comment has been made about supplying
the Naval Base. That instit ution was
never thought of when the Fremantle
power house was first built, and there-
fore the Fremuantle Tramnways Board can-
not claim that they are going to make
any loss on that score. Why should not
thle Government compete with the muni-
cipality for the supplying of the Comn-
nion-wenith with electric light beyond the
Iboundaries of the miunicipality? It will
be a qucstioa of which can supply the
light at the more reasonable cost. If the
Fr-emantle Tramway Board can do all
that Mr. Allen tns said they can, they
have 110 reason to fear competition
From the Government. Therefore, why
ohject to the Government coming in. It
is not a fair prolposition. to come to the
House and say that because Fremantle
has erected art- electric lighting and
pow'er scheme, that therefore, Fhey are to
have, for all time,. the sole right of
sup)plyin1g any department, State or
Commonwealth, with electric light.

Ron. P. Conner: That is for the House
to decide.

Hon. A. G. JENKINS: Certainly. But
I think it is a most unfair proposition.
That isr why I am supporting the second
reading. The Government, having in-
curred this expense, having the plant
erected, and having, moreover, a surplus
of power, shouild have the right to supply
their own departments; and if they can
make suitable contracts with the Com-
mionwealth, they should have the rower
also to carry out those contracts.

Hon. P. 3TMcLARTY (South-West)
[.5-351: T do not intend to deal with the
construction or cost of the power-housc.
That, T think, 'i rather beyond the ques-
tion. At ihe samne time If am not Pre-
pared to quarrel with the Government
when,. in erecting- a power houise at a cost
of niearly £300.000, they have made pro-
vision not only for p)resent requirements
hut for fuiture needs also. T think it is
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wise to have the additional power. But
the question that presents itself to me is,
will the Bill, if passed, do any injustice
to Fremanutle? I am aware that Fre-
mnantle has incurred an expenditure of
; 15 0,000 to provide electric light and
power in the district, and I understand
there has not been a single complaint
against the charges being made, and that
altogether it has been a very successful
business undertaking. It seems to me
somewhat hard that this opposition
should crop uip, and that the people
should not have the full benefit of their
outlay of £150,000 which has been so well
expenided. At the same time I cannot
divest myself of the tact that the Govern-
ment having been allowed to spend nearly
£C300,000 of the general taxpayers' money,
it would be unfair to the genera] tax-
payer to prevent the Government from
supply: ing this electric current to their
own institutions. At first, until I read
the Bill, I was entirely opposed to this
power being grantd to thebonvernmon- t
and even now .1 would vote against thle
second reading if there were any pro-
posal in the measure for the Government
to supply private consumers in the inuni-
cipality' . But as it is clear that it is only
int ended to supply Government institu-
tione, T have -a doubt as to whether I can
go so far as to deprive the Government
of. that fight. It seems to me that,' hav-
ing this electric current, and much more
than is required at present. it is hardly
fair that the Government should have to
buy from an outside source. We might
on the same reasoning say that the Gov-
ernment should not build their own offi-
ces in Perth . hut should lease oAfces from
the municipality, so that the municipality
should thereby benefit. I think the case
is oa all fours. I do not intend to vote
against the second reading. My s 'ympa-
thies are with the people of Fremanntle.
I am a ratepayer there myself and I de-
sire to see the town prosper. T think
great credit is due to the municipality for
the way they run their trains and the way
the business of the municipality generay
is carried on. Certainly they have a
better tram service and a much cheaper
one than the Government are at present

running in Perth, and therefore they are
deserving of every encouragement. B3ut
I have that strong objection expressed by
Sir Edward Wittenoom. 1, too, am not
prepared to grant any concessions to the
Government to go on with these social-
istic enterprises. Only a day or two ago
1 saw in the newspaper that the leader of
the Government had said at a public
function that, although there was a loss
on some of the socialistic undertakings,
yet reg-arding them as a whole there was
a profit. I do not know which of them is
showing the profit. It seems io me that
the Government's case is on all fours
with that of the old lady who was run-
nling a big business and who declared that
she lost on every article she sold, but that
the turnover was so great, the magnitude
of the business was such as to enable her
to carry on. I feel that, if I am to do
justice between the Government and the,.
people, I must not vote against the se-
ond reading. I will hear the reasons
whichi no douibt the leader of the House
will be prepared to. give in his reply' ,
more reasons than we had from him when
introducing the measure. MNy miind is
quite open as to which way I shall vote
when it comes to a division. I think the
Government should supply their own re-
quirements when they have already paid
for tbis costly power~ house,' and that,
even entering into another muinici palt>,
it should be their right to provide their
own requirements. If they' were going
beyond that .1 would bave no hesitatien
in voting- against the second reading.

lHon. E. Mf. CLARKE (South-West)
[5.42] : When the Government first
launched their socialistic enterprises. T
was thoroughly convinced that they were
not going to be conducted on businessi
lines, but rather that they would be con-
ducted ait the cost of the State. I think,
without any feeling at all]' that we bv
had ahundant evidence that everything
which has been undertaken by them has
been a huge failure. My idea is that it
would now take a Cabinet of the best men
of Western Australia to put these con-
cerns on a profitable basis. Even the
ordinar y affairs of State cannot be sue.-
cessfully handled by inexperienced men.
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I feel the Government have had ample
opportunity of showing what business
.capacity they have, and to my mind
,everything they have touched has been
bungled. I will vote against the second
reading.

Hon. V. HAMERSLEY (East)
165.43): 1 have no desire to give a silent
vote on the question. I have listened
,carefully to the debate. It seems to me
-we have given authority to the Govern-
mernt to enter upon these works, and it
is in the interests of the general tax-
payer of the State. who has to foot the
Bill, that hie should get the most out of
the service which his money has pro-
,vided. I have no hesitation in supporting
thre second reading.

Hon. A. J1. H. SAW (Metropolitan-
Suburban) [5,44], 1 also intend to sup-
port thie second reading, for the following
rerisors. nthfirst. place, for good or for
ill, the people of thre State have acquired
:a supply of electric power in the metro-
politan area, and the p~eople of the State
-are now the shareholders of that enter-
prise. If it is an unfortunate conflict be-
tween thie interests of the State as a
whole and the interests of Fremantle, I

am afraid the interests of the State must
prevail. However, T trust no injustice
will be done to Frenmntle. Listening to
the speeches of Air. Connor and Mr. Jen-
1inns I was reminded of thie time of my
boyhood, when there -was always an un-
foriunate conflict between Perth and Fre-
mantle. Indeed it extended so far thait
,wheni we went down to Fremntle to play
them cricket, tire boys of Fremuantle used
to gather on the old bridge and throw
astones at us. As to the question of the
Naval Base, it seems to me that it is
affected by two spheres of influence, one
'in connection with the supply of elec-
tricity to thie Commonwealth Govern-
mnent, and the other in connection withi
the port of Fremantle, which has also to
compete in supplying that power. I pre-
sume that the Commonwealth will prefer
to take the tender of the lowest bidder.
J hope, at all events, that this will be the
business principle upon which the Comn-
mnonwealth will act.

lHon, W. Kingsm ill: It is fixed up, is
it not0

Hon. A. J. H. SAW: The enormous
province which I have the honour to
represent, extending from Midland Janc-
tion to Cottesloc, seems to have some-
what diverse interests in this question.
Cot tcsloe is, I believe, concerned, and
somebody has said that Claremont is
also concerned. Cottesloe, I know, is
somiewhat concerned that the Government
should not he allowed to compete against
them. M1idland Junction, again, has dif-
ferent interests I believe, and so on over
every portion of the Mletropolitan-Sub-
urban province. One of the products of
electricity, I believe, is ozone, and ozone
is riot the prerogative of F'remantle alone,
in spite of the "Fremnantle Doctor." Cot-
tesloc, for instance, can claim some, and
Clareinont has a fraction. It has even
affected tire air of Perth, and I believe
there is a distinct aroma of ozone from
the fisir shops of Midland Junction.

lHon, W. Kigmiil: It is no relation
to the ailter beds,

lHon. A, J. H. SAW: I trumst that sonc
concesision will be granted to Fremantle
with reference to. their continuing to sup-
ply 1. hose Government departments
wvhicli they have previously supplied,.1I
intend to sulpport the second reading of
thre Bill.

On mnotion by the Colonial See'retary
debate adjourned.

HTI-WVEIGHTS AND MEASURES.
Received from thie Legislative Assemu-

bly and read a first time.

BILl -R OADS ACT AMENfDlMENT
AND CONTINUJANCE.

Received from the Legislative Assem-
bly and read a first time.

BILL - NEWCASTIUE-BOLGAR?
RAILWAY EXT RNSION.

Secoond Reading.

The COLONIAL SECRETA,%RY (Hon.
5. Nf. Drew-Central) (6.501 in moving
the second reading said:- This Bill pro-
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vides for the extension for about four
miles of the railway authorised by Par-
liamient in 1912 for a distance of 31
miles from Toodyay to Bolgart. The
reason for the proposed extension is in
order to bring the terminus of the line
as close as possible to the main road be-
tween Wontgan Hills and the Midland
railwa - . The site s-elected originally as
the terminus of the line is found to be
UnfsulitaIbIe for the purpose, and on re-
commendation of the district land in-
spector the present proposed terminus
has been substituted. For thle information
of the House, I inay say that of the 31
miles of this railway already authorised,
the clearing and grubbing of over 20
miles; hlave been completed; the earth-
works are finished for a distance of 15
mile.,: and the new flolgart station is ap-
proaching completion. The country to
be served by this line is already settled,
and thle advent of the railway will re-
suit, we are informned, in considerably in-
creased production, as the settlers are
waiting only for the construction of the
railwa y ini order to increase the area at-
ready uinder cultivation. In this respect,
the proposal now tinder review differs
f romn most of the railway proposals which
have been submitted to Parliament. Or-
dinarilv railways are useful as pioneers
of prodfuction. In this instance the pio-
neer work has been done, and the rail-
way is required for the purpose of ex-
tending production. At the same time,
the railway will be of material. assist-
ance to settlers who arc now at too great
a distance from a railway for the carry-
ig onl of farming on profitable lines.

some of the farmers have to cart their
wheat 110 less than 25 miles, and it is han-
possible. as hon. members, will readily
recognise, for farming to be carried on
in a profitable manlier under such condi-
tions. The Government have been ap-
proached to extend this line even further
in a northerly direction, but ire wvould not
be justified in asking Parliament to ap-
prove of new railway construction of any
magnitude pantil those lines which have
already been approved of hlave been
constructed. When the finances permit,
the Government will be prepared to take

into consideration the further extension
of this railway, but for the present we
are asking Parliament to approve only
of the extension of four miles for the
reasons ]. have already stated. I move-

T'hat the Bill be now read a second

Hon. V. HAJIERSLEY (East) [5.53]:
I am pleased to support the second read-
ing- of this measure. It is unnecessary
for mie to mention to hon. Members that
it is serving- one of the best districts in
the State. It is a small extension. I re-
g-ret that the Government hlave not. seeny
their way to lake the line considerably
further, hut everyV little that is done in the
way of railway e xtension is most thank-
fully received by the farming community.

Honl. R. J. Lynn; And the general tax-
payer pays thle deficit.

Hon. V. HAMRRSLEY: Thle dis-
trict has not only produced large quan-
tities of wheat, but it is a producer of
large quantities of stock, wool, and other
producee, and I think that Fremnantle gets
a fair share of the trade which is being
done, and will get a fair share of that
which will be added by this extension.
It will certainly meet the wishes of the
communit111y in that direction, mnd bring
them to the terminal roads. 'We note
that iii many districts one of the trou-
bles is that a railway runs to the centre
and thme settlers are waiting for the roads
to run down to connect them with the
railway. Ini this ease, 1 am glad to see
that thle Government arc running the
railway along In the connecting roads
without stopping- at some inconvenient
spot where the settlers cannot reach the
sidings. There are some blunders which
have been made along the route of that
railway, but it is unnecessary for me to
refer to them now, I believe that the
same blunders have been taking place on
many, other railways. As we proceed
along with these various railway;, it is
to be hoped that the engineers who have
made these blunders from time to time
will benefit by tbeir experience, and that
the settlers will not be put to inconveni-
ence and trouble such as. in many in-
stances, they have been' put to in the
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construction of these cheap railways. I
am pleased to support the second read-
ing of the Bill, and hope that the work
will be brought to anl early termination.

Question put and passed.
Bill i-ead a second time.

III Committee.
Bill passed through Committee without

debate, reported withiout amendment and
!he reyrort adopted.

Honse adjourned at 5.59 p~m.

TVednesda~y, 8th September, 1915.
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
p~. and read prayers.

PETITION-PIRESS REPlRESENTA-
TIVE EXCLUDED FROM THE
GALL ERY.

Hon. .T. DL CONNOLLY (Perth)
[4.30): T have a petition to present. It

is couched in. respectful language in
accordance with the Standing Orders and
it ends with a prayer. I move-

That the petition be received.
The Attorney General :Who is it

from?
Mr. SPEAKER: I think I ought to

take the House into my confidence
respecting this matter proposed to be
brought before it by the member for
Perth. Although- the bon. member did
not consult me regarding his intention
of presenting a petition, I feel he should
have done so.

Hon. J. D. Counolly: I only received it
five minutes ago while the bells were
ringing, and I asked tile Clerk to inform
you.

Mr. SPEAKER : 1 accept the lion.
member's explanation, hut I may say
that thrxough quite other channels it came
to me as early as last night that a peti-
tion was to be presenited. 1 accept
the hion. member's explanation that he did
not receive it till five minutes ago. The
House will remember that the other even-
ing a pcrson in the Press gllery was
adjudged guilty of contempt because of
an insulting nole which he sent to the
Alinister for Lands, and it was resolved
by the House that that person should be
removed from the Press gallery until such
time ns lie apologised to the House and
the V'inister. I may say that an apology
was submitted to me late on the Thurs-
day night. When I perused it I found
that it was one which in my opinion
would not he accep~table to the House,
that it was not such as I felt the House
should receive, and I instructed the Clerk
to notify Mr. Morrison that be must send
an apology in proper form, without
either explanation or qualification. I in-
sisted upon this because I take it the
House expects that T as Speaker shall
insist upon repect being given to its
decisions, and that any person, whoever
he may he, shall dTo that which is expected
from every member of the House. If
any hon. member bad made the reference
to a Minister or any other member which
was made by Vr. Morrison from the
Press galr i e would have been com-


